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will at any time have little difficulty in res-
cuing his personality from unseemly trans-
migration, and, by the   aid of   historical
glasses, may discover that the Dictionary
maker, far from being either the arid, blood-
less being which his work   supposes,  or
the reckless disturber of philological peace
which his enemies aver, was an exceedingly
vigilant, determined American schoolmaster,
who- had enormous faith in his country, and
an uncommon self-reliance, by which  he
undertook single-handed a task which, once
done, prepared  the  way for lexigraphical
work far more  thorough  and  satisfactory
than could have been possible without his
pioneer labor.    Not only have the succes-
sive Dictionaries which bear his name re-
sulted from his labor, but it is not unfair to
refer the other great lexicon begun and car-
ried out by one of his early assistants to the
impetus which he gave.    Indeed, the com-
mercial success of the great American Dic-
tionary may reasonably have been taken as
a ground of confidence for the production of
the corresponding works of an encyclopae-
dic and dictionary character which attest
the enterprise of American publishers and
the thoroughness of American scholars.